
Year 7 Art Journal Contents: Approximately 60 lessons

1. Shading Activity: Warm Up (shapes, facial features), Portraiture (10 classes)
2. Pop Art Portrait: Andy Warhol Investigation, Practice, Final Paintings (6 classes)  
3. Day of the Dead Calavera Activity (3 classes)
4. Still Life: Investigation, Pencil Drawing (6 classes)
5. Color Wheel and Studies (3 classes)
6. Matisse School Virtues Project: Investigation, Ideation, Kite Painting, Reflection (8 classes)
7. One Point Perspective Drawing (6 classes)
8. Ceramic Tea Bowls: Investigation, Projects, Reflection (7 classes)
9. Surrealism: Investigation, Practice Drawings, Final Drawings (8 classes)
10. Illustration Activities (3 classes)



YCIS PXS Visual Arts Grading for Lower Secondary 
(based on the MYP Visual Arts Creative Cycle and YCIS MPP) 

  

Investigation: Art Journal 
(Knowing and Understanding, Developing 
Skills) 

Developing Skills: Art Projects/Sketches Creativity: Art Projects Reflecting/Art Criticism: Art Journal 
(Responding/Knowing and Understanding) 

A*) The student clearly demonstrates a 
thorough knowledge of art forms, his/her 
artistic intentions, and an acquisition and 
development of skills and techniques in 
his/her art journal. His/her notes are 
thorough and orderly. Drawings are 
skilfully rendered for someone his/her age. 

A*) The student consistently 
demonstrates an application of skills and 
techniques to create artwork that 
appears very advanced for someone 
his/her age. 

A*) The student demonstrates a very 
advanced level of creative thinking and 
imagination in his/her artwork. His/Her 
ideas lead to refined, expressive art 
pieces. His/Her work shows a personal 
signature and a unique artistic style. 

A*) The student responds to his/her 
artwork and the work of others critically, 
thoughtfully, and authentically in his/her 
art journal reflections. There is a clear path 
where learning transfers to meaning and 
understanding. He/She shows a mastery of 
specialized art vocabulary. 

A) The student demonstrates an adequate 
knowledge of art forms, his/her artistic 
intentions, and an acquisition and 
development of skills and techniques in 
his/her art journal. Notes are orderly. 
Drawings are advanced for someone 
his/her age. 

A) The student consistently 
demonstrates an application of skills and 
techniques to create artwork that 
appears advanced for someone his/her 
age. 

A) The student demonstrates an 
advanced level of creative thinking and 
imagination in his/her artwork. His/Her 
ideas lead to refined, expressive art 
pieces. His/Her work shows a unique 
artistic style. 

A) The student responds to his/her 
artwork and the work of others critically, 
thoughtfully, and authentically in his/her 
art journal reflections. He/She 
demonstrates learning has led to meaning 
and understanding and uses a specialized 
art vocabulary. 

B) The student has art forms, artistic 
intentions, and an acquisition of skills, 
techniques and notes in his/her art 
journal. Drawings are adequate for 
someone his/her age. 

B) The student demonstrates an 
application of skills and techniques to 
create artwork that is adequate for 
someone his/her age. 

B) The student demonstrates an 
appropriate level of creative thinking and 
imagination in his/her artwork. His/Her 
ideas lead to finished art pieces. 

B) The student responds to his/her 
artwork and the work of others in his/her 
art journal reflections but does not seem 
authentically critical. Learning that leads 
to meaning and understanding should be 
more apparent in his/her writing. 

C-D) The student has art forms, artistic 
intentions, and an acquisition of skills and 
techniques in his/her art journal but the 
work is incomplete or looks hastily 
rendered. Notes and drawings need to 
improve for someone his/her age. 

C-D) The student does not adequately 
demonstrate an application of skills and 
techniques to create artwork for 
someone his/her age. The work tends to 
look hastily done or unfinished. 

C-D) The student demonstrates some 
creative thinking and imagination in 
his/her artwork, but his/her art pieces 
look unfinished or hastily done. 

C-D) The student does not respond to 
his/her artwork or the work of others 
adequately in his/her art journal 
reflections. Learning that leads to meaning 
and understanding should be more 
apparent in his/her writing. 

*if a student earns below a C in art class it is advisable that parents contact the art teacher for a meeting. 

Lower Secondary Art Rubric
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Year 8 Art Journal Contents: Approximately 60 lessons

1. Tessellations: Investigation, Practice, Final Pieces, Reflection (6 classes)  
2. Shading: Practice Drawings, Charcoal Still Life of Coffee Pot (5 classes)
3. Oil Pastels: Investigation, Practice Drawings, Post Impressionist Still Life, Reflection (6 classes)
4. Two Point Perspective: Practice Drawings, Architecture Studies, Final Drawing, Reflection (9 classes)
5. Chinese Landscape Painting: Practice Drawings, Acrylic Painting, Watercolor Painting (6 classes)
6. Water Village Project (perspective and Pop Art): Investigation, Perspective Artwork, Britto Investigation, Pop Art, Reflection (8 classes)
7. Collage Unit: Richard Hamilton Investigation, Narrative Collage, Reflection/Creative Writing (5 classes)
8. Cardboard Sculpture: Investigation, Slum House Sculpture, Reflection (8 classes)
9. Art History Study and Project (4 classes)
10. Illustration Activities (3 lessons)



Jason Schell | Year 8 Art Journal
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Year 9 Art Journal Contents: 60 lessons

1. Shading Activity: Warm Up (spheres and a violin), Metal Can Triptych (8 classes)
2. Watercolor Unit: Investigation, Practice, Final Paintings of Tropical Fish, Reflection (9 classes)  
3. Grid Drawing: Investigation, Grid Practice, Portrait Practice, Service Staff Portraits (9 classes)
4. Print Making (Die Brucke or Day of the Dead): Investigation, Linoleum Cut, Printing on Different Papers (9 classes)
5. Clay Slab Building Project (printing textures onto clay): Vocabulary Sheet, Quilt Vase Project, Reflection on Printmaking (8 classes)
6. Color: Matisse-Influenced Chinese Zodiac Animals (4 classes)
7. Roy Lichtenstein Unit: Investigation, Pop Art Food Project, Reflection (5 classes)
8. Futurism Sculpture: Investigation, Sculpture Project (wire, paper clay, newspaper), Reflection (8 classes)














































